General Biology

BIOSCI 100, Spring 2011
T 5:30pm – 8:30pm, CCC 310

Instructor:  Carrie Carleton
Office hours: By Appointment           

Voicemail: (661) 259-7800 ext.
          Via email – Response within 24 hours

Email: carrie.carleton@canyons.edu
              

Website: www.canyons.edu/users/carletonc
Course website:  https://bb78.canyons.edu 
Course description (Fall 2007 Catalog)

A non-majors, general education biology course designed to acquaint students with major topics in biology.  The course will explore the structure, function, and development of living systems from cells to ecosystems. 4 units.

Student Learning Outcomes

· From lectures, students will be able to characterize the nature of science and scientific inquiry, and describe and analyze biological concepts from cells to ecosystems on a basic level.

· From the laboratory portion of the course, students will be able to evaluate and analyze data and observations based on standard methods of scientific inquiry.

Textbook: What is Life? A Guide to Biology, J. Phelan (1st Edition)

Lab Manual: Biology: Learning Through Experiments, G. Nishiyama & K. Jesu, 
Technology Requirements

- Email address (that you will keep for the entire semester) 
- Access to a computer with high speed internet and Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator  
- Word processing program—WORD is preferred. 

Blackboard online lecture site:
 The log in site is:  https://bb8.canyons.edu
Or, you can go to COCs Distance learning site and access Bb from there:  http://www.canyons.edu/offices/distance_learning
New log in directions!
	USERNAME
	YOUR 7-digit Student ID (ex. 1234567)

	PASSWORD
	student


Once you log in, you should change your password to something unique that you will remember and enter your current email address.  If you don’t enter a current email address you will not receive important messages and information during the term.

Evaluation

Lecture: 4 Unit exams @ 75 pts each (300), Online assignments & quizzes (160), Lab:  Quizzes (100), Mini Practicum (25), Final Practicum (100), and Field Trip (15) for a TOTAL of 700 pts.
Grading policy

Please keep all work until grades are posted at the end of the term (in the event of a discrepancy in assignments graded vs. missing you will have to present the graded assignment to me in order to receive credit). I recommend keeping a folder at home for each class with all completed and graded assignments. Grades will be based on the traditional system using the following scale, and are calculated from the cumulative points earned throughout the semester.  

700 - 630


100-90%   A

629 - 560


89-80%     B

559 - 490


79-70%     C

489 - 420                                 69-60%     D

Less than 420


 <60%        F

Exams: Exams will be administered online (on Blackboard under “Exams”). There are no makeup exams except under extreme circumstances which will require legal or medical documentation. Exams will include multiple choice, short answer and a few essay questions. You are responsible for the material covered in the online assignments and text readings. Any make up attempts will be essay format.

Online assignments: There will be weekly assignments for the lecture (online) portion of the class which will be posted every Friday (under “Assignments”). You will have until the next Wednesday at Midnight to complete the assignments, and must respond to one of your classmates by the next Friday at midnight (postings, etc. are made at our online Blackboard Discussion Board), after which the assignment will be considered late and only in extreme cases will credit be given for them. 

***Computer/Internet problems will not be accepted as an excuse for any reason! 

Assignments will be structured as follows, for example: 
• Friday-new assignment 
• Wednesday midnight-Post answer on Discussion Board 
• Friday midnight-Respond to one classmate (new assignment available) 


Lab: You must attend lab every Tuesday. A quiz will be given on information from the past week.  The lab quizzes are based on any lab write-ups and topics covered in lab.  They may also include dissections and/or other visual material covered. The quizzes are given during the first 10 minutes of lab - tardiness does not warrant extra time.  During the first half hour we may review information from lecture and deal with questions or problems. There are no make-ups for labs or lab quizzes!! 

Lab practical exam (100 points)

There will be a cumulative Lab Final Practical, on Tuesday, May 24th, during your regularly scheduled lab.  It will consist of numerous lab stations that have been set up with specimens, lab apparatus etc. and will contain questions that you will have to answer.  The questions will be similar to the questions contained in your lab book and on quizzes.  The best way to prepare for this exam is to work through each lab exercise thoroughly and make sure you understand the answers to all the lab and quiz questions throughout the semester.  Around the middle of the course, we will have a mini-practicum, worth 25 points.  This is great practice, and a great review of material for the final practicum. There is no make-up for the mini or final lab practical!! 

Extra credit

Extra credit is available throughout the semester.  Students are encouraged to find and discuss current events or breakthrough research relating to our studies of Biology.  For each article/paper/experiment discussed, one point will be earned.  You must present the article in class, and turn it in, along with a 1-page write up discussion your thoughts/opinions/views on the topic.  Only one per student per day.  There will be a maximum of 10 points available.  

Field trip (15 points):

There will be one field trip for this course on Saturday, May 7th (10am-1pm) where we will go to the Los Angeles Zoo in Burbank to observe animal behavior in a natural habitat.  During the field trip you will be asked to complete a worksheet.  The points for this activity will be based on your participation in the field trip activities and completion of the worksheet.  If you cannot go with the rest of the class on the assigned day, you may go on your own and complete the handout in order to get credit for the field trip.  Be sure to have your ticket or worksheet date-stamped at the information desk if you go on your own.

Attendance and Tardies: Attendance is required per college policy—an instructor may drop you from the class if you miss the equivalent of two weeks of class meetings. If you do not log in by the end of the first week of class you may be dropped. It is expected that you will be on time to class and lab sessions—late arrivals disrupt class and are inconsiderate to the students and instructor. Absences will affect your grade through missed lab information, in class assignments and quizzes. If you have a documented emergency that prevents you from attending a lab meeting, you must contact me immediately and show me the appropriate documentation to avoid receiving a zero on that day’s assignment.

HITE: If you wish to include this class as part of the HITE program let me know and I will be happy to assist you. 
Academic integrity

All forms of academic dishonesty (including cheating, plagiarism, falsification, etc.) are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  If you are caught in such activities in any form, you will receive a failing grade for the course and will be reported to the university for appropriate action.  If you are unsure what constitutes cheating, please consult the current school catalog.

Tentative Schedule – Lecture & Laboratory

	Date
	Week
	Lecture Topic
	Reading Assignment
	Lab Exercise

	2/7


	1
	Scientific Thinking
Chemistry
	Ch 1

Ch 2
	1 – Scientific        Method

	2/14
	2
	Cells 
	Ch 3 
	2 –  Metrics & Conversions

	2/21
	3
	Energy & Photosynthesis 
	Ch 4

	4/13 – Cells & Microscopes 

	2/28
	4
	Exam I (Ch 1-4) 

DNA & Gene Expression
	Ch 5
	3 - Macromolecules

	3/7
	5
	Biotechnology
	Ch 5


	6 – Enzymes 

	3/14
	6
	Chromosomes & Cell Division


	Ch 6 


	5 – DNA

	3/21
	7
	Mendelian Inheritance


	Ch 7
	10 – Microbes 

	3/28
	8
	Evolution & Natural Selection

Exam II (Ch 5-8)
	Ch 8
	Mini Practicum



	4/4
	9
	SPRING BREAK!!
	
	

	4/11
	10
	Animal Diversification 


	Ch 11
	7/8 – Photosynthesis & Cell Respiration

	4/18
	11
	Diversity of Plants & Fungi


	Ch 12


	9 – Plants

	4/25
	12
	Microbes
	Ch 13
	11 – Animal Diversity

	5/2
	13
	Exam III (Ch 9-12)

Animal Behavior
	Ch 9 
	FIELD TRIP

	5/9
	14
	Population Ecology
	Ch 14
	12 –  How Fit are You?

	5/16
	15
	 Ecosystems & Communities


	Ch 15
	14 – Senses & Health

	5/23
	16
	 Conservation


	Ch 16
	Lab Practicum

	5/30
	17
	Biodiversity 

Final Exam (Ch 13-16)
	Ch 16
	


