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COC Counseling Department Offers 
“New Student Advisement” this Summer
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First-year students looking to 
meet with a counselor, map 
out an educational plan and 
better familiarize themselves 
with College of  the Canyons 
and the Canyon Country 
campus are invited to attend 
a “new student advisement” 
workshop offered by the col-
lege’s counseling department 
this summer.

New student advisement 
workshops are designed to 
welcome students to the col-
lege by informing them about 
the various resources and sup-
port services available to them 
on campus. Students will also 
receive helpful tips and instruc-
tion about the many factors 
to consider when planning an 
academic schedule.

Students who attend a new 
student advisement workshop 
will leave with a completed 
one semester educational plan, 
based on their major or area of  
interest, career goals, academic 
ability and time commitments, 
including work and family.

“These workshops are 
designed to empower students 
with the tools they need to 
navigate their first semester 
of college,” said Liz Shaker, 
COC counseling faculty. 
“Students who attend will 
gain a better knowledge of the 
programs offered at COC and 
the resources available to assist 
them, as well as an under-
standing of how to choose 
classes that best fit their aca-
demic and career goals.”

As an extra benefit of attend-
ing this workshop, students 
will also have the chance to 
begin forming a network of  
peers, counselors and other 
college staff to provide guid-
ance and help make the 
transition from high school to 
college.

“No one gets through college 
alone,” said Shaker. “There is 
a lot of support, not only from 
your instructors and counsel-
ors but from your friends and 
peers, and we talk about the 
importance of that.”

New student advisement 
workshops will be held in July 
at the COC Canyon Country 
campus on the following dates:

�v�� 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 7.

�v�� 1 to 3 p.m.   
Thursday, July 15.

�v�� 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 20.

The COC Valencia campus 
will also be conducting new 
student advisement workshops 
throughout the summer. All 
workshops are free, and open 
to new students on both cam-
puses. 

Students planning to attend a 
workshop must have already 
applied to the college, been 
assigned a student ID number, 
completed the online orienta-
tion, created a “My Canyons” 
account and taken both the 
English and math assessments.

“In order to realistically help 
students form an educational 
plan, counselors need to know 
where students are academi-
cally, and those assessments 
help do that,” said Shaker.

Students who are new to 
College of the Canyons, but 
have completed coursework at 
another college are welcome 
to attend these workshops, 
but will first need to schedule 
a counseling appointment to 
have their college coursework 
evaluated. In order to do so, 
students must have their offi-
cial transcripts on file with the 
admissions and records office.

Though 30-minute one-on-one 
appointments are available at 
both campuses, students are 
encouraged to first attend a 
new student advisement work-
shop.

“We still want to be able to 
meet with students individu-
ally, but counselors can cover 
more material and offer more 
information to the students 
in this longer format,” Shaker 
said. “It’s really in a students’ 
best interest to attend one of  
these workshops in July.”

In addition, the COC counsel-
ing department will offer a 
series of career exploration 
workshops designed to help 
students choose a major and/
or career path. All students 
who have not yet declared 
a major are encouraged to 
attend.

For more information about the 
COC Counseling department’s 
lineup of  summer workshops and 
services or to register for a workshop 
or appointment please visit www.
canyons.edu/offices/Counseling/.

COC counseling faculty Liz Shaker helps a student form an edu-
cational plan during a new student advisement counseling ses-
sion at the college’s Canyon Country campus. Such workshops 
are designed to welcome students to the college by informing 
them about the resources and support services available to them.
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