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Scenario E:

Ernesto is in foster care. At age 16 he
is arrested for vandalism at school. A
delinquency petition is filed. Ernesto
is placed in a group home but is also
considered a delinquent youth and is
on probation.

He is therefore a Ward of the Court
for the purposes of FAFSA.

Scenario D:

Diane has been in foster care since she was
8 years old. At 15 % she damages foster
home property and is arrested. Upon
release from Probation Camp, she is placec
in a group home until her 19" birthday.

She is a Ward of the Court for the purposes
of FAFSA.
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Scenario C:

Candace was in
foster care from age
3-15 at which time
she reunified with
her parents. Court
jurisdiction was
terminated.

She is NOT a Ward
of the Court for the
purposes of FAFSA.

Please Note:

Harry, 16, lives at home with his mom and
stepdad. Harry and his stepdad get in a
fight. They call the police, saying Harry
attacked the stepdad, and he is taken to
Juvenile Hall. Upon release from Juvenile
Hall, he is placed on probation.

His mother refuses to take him back and
thus has abandoned him. There are no
relatives or friends able to take him, so
Harry is placed in a foster home.

He is now a Ward of the Court for the
purposes of FAFSA.
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* Most counties refer to a Ward of the Court who is a youth under the care and
custody of the foster care system as a “court dependent,” “WIC 300s.”

** Most counties refer to a Ward of the Court who is a youth under the jurisdiction
of probation as a “delinquent,” “WIC 601s and / or 602s.”

For further clarification, we color-coded the flow chart as follows:

Blue = Youth who are in foster care. At this point, the student would be able to answer “yes” to
the related FAFSA question.

Red = Youth who are on probation. At this point, the student would NOT be able to answer
“yes” to the related FAFSA question.

Purple = Youth who have dual status and would answer “yes” to the related FAFSA question.



