	Math 060 WORKSHEET

7.5 A General Factoring Strategy
	NAME:_________________________


In this section we look at a general factoring strategy for polynomials. It is important to be able to recognize the different types of polynomials and know each ones factoring method.

	General Strategy For Factoring Polynomials:  (Proceed in this order)

	                      1.) Factor out the greatest common factor ( GCF ) if any.



2.) Are there two terms?  (Binomial)




Is it 




a.) Difference of two squares?    
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b.) Difference of two cubes?    
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c.) Sum of two cubes?    
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           3.) Are there three terms?  (Trinomial)




Factor ether by grouping or trial and error. 



4.) Are there 4 terms?




Factor by grouping.



5.) If you can’t factor it by any method above, the polynomial is irreducible.




1.) Write the following in completely factored form


a.) 
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b.) 
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c.) 
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