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Orientation Letter:  BIOSCI 100:  General Biology—Online
Summer 2009 Section 68554
6/16/09-7/16/09
Instructor: Kelly C. Burke
******This class meets on campus every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:00am-11:00am for lab for the entire term.  The lecture is online.******
Welcome!
Welcome to the hybrid online section of BIOSCI 100, General Biology.  This course is for non-majors and examines the major topics in biology.  We will explore the structure, function, and development of living systems from cells to ecosystems. I am excited to get started and I look forward to meeting you at the mandatory orientation meeting on Tuesday, 6/16 at 8:00am in room L-201; we will meet immediately after the orientation to attend the first weekly lab (labs are every TWTH 8:00-11:00am).  Please note that if you do not attend this meeting you will be dropped from the class. At our orientation meeting you will receive a complete syllabus and course schedule as well as a walk-through of our virtual classroom.  Bring your email address to our orientation so that we can get you started!
The lecture portion of the course will be held online using Blackboard.  Please note that the course will not be available until June 16th, the first day of class. 
Technology
You will need:
· email address that you keep for the entire term

· Access to a computer and high speed internet connection

· Windows 2000, Me, NT, or XP, or VISTA
· Word processing program: Word is preferred 

· Text--Biology: A Guide to the Natural World by D. Krogh, Pearson, 2009, 4rd  Ed. 

· You may purchase the e-book version of the text at the Prentice-Hall website http://www.mypearsonstore.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0132254379
· OPTIONAL: Access code for the text online resources  (free with a new textbook; requires online purchase with a used textbook) www.mybiology.com
What is different about an online class?
The instruction of this class is delivered in a hybrid online format.  This means that the lecture portion will be presented online through Blackboard; our virtual classroom.  The lab portion, and all exams, will be presented “onground” at COC. Lab sessions will be held every TWTH from 8:00-10:50am in room L-205; the labs are mandatory.  There are obvious advantages to an online class—no traffic, work at your convenience, no nodding off in the back row (at least no one will know if you are!) and actually more interaction with your classmates (via our online discussion board) than you might otherwise have in a classroom setting.  So, if you work well independently and have fairly good computer skills (can send and receive emails, copy and paste word documents, search the web, add attachments, etc.) then online learning is a great adventure.  
However, it is important to keep in mind that this online class is not designed to be easier or harder than a traditional class, just different.  You will need to log in every day to keep up with assignments, announcements, and postings; the pace of this 5 week summer class is very fast!  Please realize that there are no make-up labs, so attendance at every lab session is critical.  You may also be working in small groups online, and will be required to respond to other’s postings on our discussion board. Student to student interaction is very important; we will miss you if you aren’t keeping up. 
Exams: 
Exams will be given each week in the TLC, BONH-209, at the Valencia Campus

Useful links:
· Blackboard log in: http://www.canyons.edu/offices/distance_learning/BBSupport/BbLogin.asp 
  

· Distance Learning home page: http://www.canyons.edu/distancelearning. 
  

· Counseling 070 information: http://www.canyons.edu/offices/distance_learning/info/COUNS070.asp 

Log in instructions:

IMPORTANT
	USERNAME
	YOUR 7-digit Student ID  (For example ID # 0123456, would login 0123456)

	PASSWORD
	student (For current/past Blackboard students, use the password you submitted)


Once you log in, you should change your password to something
unique that you will remember.

You are not alone!
Please know that you are not alone in this online adventure.  I am available via email (realize that there may be a 24h turnaround time for getting back to you) and will see you in lab.  I am also available by appointment to meet at other times.  Online learning offers a wonderful opportunity for flexibility and access.  I look forward to a fantastic semester in General Biology.  See you Tuesday  6/16 at 8:00am, room L-201, at the orientation meeting!
Kelly C. Burke
Kelly C. Burke, M.S.
Associate Professor
Biological Sciences
College of the Canyons
26455 N. Rockwell Canyon Rd.
Santa Clarita, CA   91355
661-362-5313
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