TOP TEN SUCCESS STRATEGIES:


1. Complete all postings/assignments. 

2. Create MEANINGFUL postings! 

3. Respond to your classmates with thoughtful and insightful discussion.  

4. Keep up. 
5. Read the book! 
6. Study the Instructor's notes. 
7. Use the CourseCompass resources. 
8. Attend all labs (on time!). 
9. Form study groups or get a class partner. 
10. Study continually for the lab practicum.
Posting on the Discussion Board
Suggestions for success:

· Follow the rubric 
· Make a habit of creating all your postings with word processing software—use proper English conventions.  Save it. Copy and paste it to the discussion board.

· Think of the assignment in terms of a dialogue, not a writing exercise.  Engage in a discussion about the assignment—text, questions, web searches, etc., and issues of the course materials.  
· Elaborate one single idea and try to keep your message to one or two paragraphs
· Respond to other students who support what you think or one who doesn’t.  You can pose questions, offer arguments, or play the devil’s advocate. 
· Pose open ended questions that invite more dialogue.

· Cite and/or provide links or text references so that your readers can find the source of what you’re referring to.
· Title your post with a descriptive topic to flag the class’s (and instructor’s) attention.

· After you have posted your response/assignment, check back later to see if anybody has responded to you and keep the dialogue going.

· Spread your responses around to other student’s postings, everyone should get a response from a few classmates.

Grading Guidelines for posting to an online discussion:

1.  Don’t miss deadlines!
2.  Post a minimum of one short paragraph and a maximum of two paragraphs per post.  
3.  Quote from the assigned readings to support your postings.  Include links when you quote or find outside sources.

4.  Build on other’s responses to further develop threads of discussion.

5.  Address the assignment or questions as much as possible; don’t let the discussion stray off track.

6.  Do not post with simply,  “I agree”, or “great idea”, etc.  If you agree (or disagree) with a post then say why and support your statement with concepts from the readings or by bringing in a related example or experience.

7.  Bring in related prior knowledge or information (previous classes, work experience, etc.)

8.  Use proper Netiquette (respect, tone, proper language and mechanics).
Rubric for grading postings AND responses to the Discussion Board

	Criteria:
	Excellent
	Poor

	Timely discussion contributions
	Posting/response is completed
	Posting not completed


	Responsiveness, and demonstration of knowledge and understanding gained from the assignment
	Posting/response demonstrates that assignments and readings are very clearly understood and are incorporated well into the discussion
	Post/response provides no clear evidence that assignments and readings were covered, understood or incorporated into the discussion

	Adherence to Discussion Board Grading Guidelines
	6-8 Guidelines followed.
	Guidelines poorly followed

	Resulting assignment grade
	A
	F


EXAMPLES of pass (A) vs. fail (F) postings to the following prompt:
Post your response to the following—who was Mendel and what do you think was his greatest contribution to science?

Postings--

“A”:  Mendel was an Austrian monk who lived in the mid 1800’s.  While a monk he also studied the hereditary patterns of pea plants.  He studied traits like color, wrinkled or smooth peas through several generations and the way the traits appeared from generation to generation.  I think his greatest contribution was that he figured out that traits are inherited in a way that suggested there were two pieces of heritable information for each trait-which he stated as laws.  We now know that the heritable information is coded in genes, and that the two pieces (or forms of the gene) are called alleles.  I think it is sad that his work wasn’t recognized until much later, after he died.  I wonder; who found the information he wrote?
“F”:  Mendel was an Australian scientist who discovered genes when he grew peas.

Responses--
“A”:  The book states Mendel’s Laws and they were really important in moving forward the field of genetics.  I couldn’t find out who found his papers either.  I did think it was interesting that he lived at the same time as Darwin—not too many people understood Darwin’s work either and it’s also one of the fundamental ideas in biology today.  What might have happened if they had known each other or of each other’s work?
“F”:  Thanks for a great post, I understand Mendel more now—see you in lab!
