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Course Description

This course examines American society and other cultures using the conceptual,

theoretical, and methodological principles and applications that distinguish sociology

from other social sciences. Micro and macro explanations are reviewed to explain

how culture, values, roles, norms, social interaction, and social stratification

influence everyday life. Introduction to sociology provides a firm foundation for

other courses in the social sciences as it provides an insight into areas of social life.

There are no prerequisites for this course; however it is recommended that you be

prepared for English 101. The course is CSU and UC transferable.

Institutional Student Learning Outcome

Students will be able to distinguish, analyze, and evaluate the individual, cultural,

and or social contributions in contemporary, historical, and or geographic settings.

Course Student Learning Outcome

Compare and contrast the Structural Functionalist, Conflict, and Symbolic

Interactionist approaches to understand a sociological issue.

Course Goals and Objectives

The general goal of this course is to introduce students to the discipline of sociology.

In addition, students will be able to

• Define sociological terms and concepts.

• Distinguish the strengths and weaknesses of the theoretical and methodological

perspectives used in the discipline.

• Examine the concept of social norms and determine why they exist in every culture worldwide, while maintaining social control.

• Analyze human social interaction based on verbal and non-verbal communication,

as determined by culturally shared meanings.

• Contrast cross-cultural examples of human behavior, especially cultural differences

regarding customs, traditions, and values.

Required Reading

Introduction to Sociology (9th edition) by Henry Tischler, ISBN 0-495-17010-0.Available at the COC bookstore or in e-format.

Each chapter starts with a list of learning objectives for that chapter. Review

these before you start reading so you can focus your reading.

Read the chapter before coming to class. This class is audience participation

class and it gets very boring if the audience has no knowledge to contribute to the

meeting.

There are also supplemental readings that can be found on the class’s Blackboard

shell.

Course Requirements

Instructors note signed (5 points)

3 blank scantrons (5 points)

Supplemental readings (10 points each set)

3 Challenge Papers (25 points each)

Group Oral Presentation (50 points)

3 exams (50 points each, lowest score dropped)

Scantrons

Each student will turn in 3 blank (do NOT write anything on them) 882 scantrons

Supplemental readings

Type your responses to the critical thinking questions included with the articles for each unit and be prepared to discuss them in class on the appointed day. You must be present for the discussion and turn in your typed responses in class to earn any points. Type the

name of the article and the number of the question—don’t type out each question,

just type the response. Each full, well thought out response should be a well

formed paragraph or set of paragraphs. There are 2-5 questions per article and

this cannot be done well in one page. Staple all pages in a set together.

Challenge papers

Challenge papers are not research papers. They are papers developed from your

personal observations, experiences, and or understanding. The idea is for you to apply

the material from class to either yourself, another person, or a situation you have observed or

encountered. Do not discuss in general terms or simply repeat what was discussed in class. Relate

your topic to a specific situation or person. Critically think about the topic presented and

how the concepts from class affect you, your life choices, and those around you.

Spelling and grammar do matter. While this paper does not require extensive research is does require thought and time. The paper does not have to be long. The usual length is about two pages, typed and double spaced. Use a 12 point Times or similar style font and left justify. Be sure to staple your papers before you come to class. Further information on topics will be given in class
Grading rubric for challenge papers

Content 0-7 points

Theory 0-7 points

Grammar, mechanics, etc. 0-7 points

Overall excellence 0-4 points

Group Oral

In groups, students will choose one topic and orally present information from the

text and other sources to the class about that topic. The internet may be used for

research only with prior approval. Pertinent concepts should be discussed with examples

as illustrations and the presentation must include a discussion of at least

one of the three major theoretical perspectives. Your group may decide what the

pertinent concepts are and also how to divide the labor for the project; however it must be divided in an equitable manner.

The grade will be awarded as follows: 25 points from me, (group grade), 10 points

from the class (group grade), and 15 points from your group’s members (individual

grade). Further information will be given in class. The oral must last between 20

and 25 minutes.

Grading Guidelines for Orals

An “A” oral demonstrates use of the sociological imagination and application of

theory to the topic. All relevant concepts are conveyed to the class. Examples are

given to illustrate concepts. It is creatively presented, well conceived, and executed

in an organized and smooth manner. Participants may display nervousness,

but are enthusiastic about the topic. Participants don’t read to the audience. It

appears as one presentation, it just happens to be presented by a group.

Exams

There are three non-cumulative exams. Questions are multiple choice, true/false,

and short answer. The lowest score will be dropped. 

Guidelines for Exams

• You are responsible for all material in the textbook, concentrating on the topics

in the study guide. I will lecture on material that I particularly want to emphasize

and also on material that is not in this textbook but that I think is important.

Questions from the oral presentations will appear on the last exam.

• Cheating will not be tolerated and will recognized by a grade of “F” on the exam

and will be reported to the appropriate office.

• Please see the college catalog for the campus policy on academic dishonesty.

• If you have questions during an exam, please ask me to clarify.

• If you require special assistance during an exam, please see me during the first

week of class.

• You will not be admitted to the room after the first person finishes the exam.

• If you find you need to miss an exam this will be your dropped score unless you

have legal documentation for the absence.

• Bring tissue if you have a cold or allergies since you will not be permitted to

leave the room during an exam until you are done.

• Cell phones must be turned off–powered off–and placed in your purse or backpack

under your desk. 
• No food, water, candy, etc. will be permitted on your desk during exams.

• You will be required to place all books, backpacks, purses, etc. under your chair

or at the front of the room if they don’t fit under the chair.

• Make sure you zip or fasten all purses, backpacks, etc.

• All exams are closed book, closed notes.

• You may write on the exams but you must mark all answers on your scantron.

• Bring sharp #2 pencils with good erasers since sharpening pencils or asking to

borrow supplies is not appropriate college student behavior
If you find these rules to be absurd, thank a person you know who has cheated

Class Policies

Grading Scale

I strongly suggest that all students check their grade progress regularly during the

semester.

A=90%+

B=80%-89.9%

C=70%-79.9%

D=60%-69.9%

F=59% and below

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating/plagiarism/academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will recognized

by a grade of “F.” Any suspected academic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate

campus authority. Please see the COC Catalog for the campus policy on Academic

Dishonesty. Protect all of your work. If you have the same work as another

person, you both will receive a zero and may be referred for disciplinary action.

Challenges

If you need more time for exams, see the Disabled Students office now

www.canyons.edu/offices/dsps. If you are stressed by exams see the TLC now

www.canyons.edu/offices/tlc. If you have financial challenges see EOPS

www.canyons.edu/offices/eops. I am here to help you with class work as well as

personal challenges, but you need to come to me if you are having difficulties, I

can’t read your mind.

Incompletes

Do NOT ask me to give you an incomplete when you don’t fit the criteria. You

must fit all three of the following criteria.

1. a major unforeseen circumstance that can be legally documented

2. passing work up until the time of the circumstance

3. only missing a minority of the course work due to the circumstance

Attendance

• Roll is taken at the beginning of class and used to decide borderline grades.

We reserve the right to deduct 5 points for each absence, tardy and cell phone interruption on the day of an oral presentation. Any legal documentation you may provide to substantiate said absence must be produced at the next date of attendance (police report, jail documentation, hospital admittance form, funeral card, doctor's note, tow receipt, NOT a note from mom).

• Make friends with someone in class to get class material if you are absent.

• Being absent is no excuse for a late assignment.

Courtesy

• Turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering the classroom. I reserve the

right to deduct 5 points for each cell phone/pager interruption. A cell phone/

pager interruption on an exam will result in a score of 0 on the exam.

• Please take all of your trash with you when you leave the classroom.

Time Management

Late assignments are accepted however they are docked one-half grade per day late. You may email them just to verify when they were completed however YOU MUST BRING A HARD COPY THE NEXT CLASS PERIOD.

• Plan for those unforeseen problems by starting on your assignments early–I

will gladly accept any assignment early. Assignments are due at the beginning

of class on the due date. They MUST be given to me personally by you or someone

else. They may NOT faxed, or left in my mailbox.

The Little Things

• Use a spell checker and have someone read your papers and give you input before

you turn them in–give yourself the best chance for the best grade possible.

• The TLC in room BONH 209 (I-209) provides a writing lab for students. The

tutors will read your paper and give you input on how to improve it. I strongly

suggest all students take advantage of this free service.

Important things to know

• Attendance and participation will be noted and used to decide borderline grades

(grades within 2% of the next grade). It is your responsibility to be marked in if

you arrive after I take roll. It is my perception of participation.

• I will excuse students from class to participate in religious or cultural holidays

(yours, not someone else’s), however, if anything is due on that day it must be

turned in prior to that class meeting and you must inform me of your absence

prior to the absence.

• Please check your grades online periodically throughout the semester. Please

do NOT email me after the semester ends to ask me to reconsider your grade

unless I have made an error on the final exam/project grade.

• Please do NOT email me to tell me that another person in your class got the

next higher grade and only had ½% more than you or even ½% less (think

about your attendance and class participation). If you have an 89.9% you have

earned a B. If you have not been absent and have participated in the class discussions

in an appropriate manner, I may bump your grade up to an A.

• Back up all of your work on the computer. I am not responsible for computer or

printer malfunctions or loss of electricity. Save all of your graded work until

your grade for this class is posted to your record. In fact, you should save everything

until your diploma is in your hand.

• If you decide you do not want to continue in this class, it is your responsibility to

drop the class prior to the drop date. Failure to do so may result in an F.

Soc 101 Tentative Course Calendar

2/13 Getting acquainted

2/20-27 Unit 1 Theorists, Theories, and Research Chapter 2

3/5-12 Unit 2 Social life Chapters 3-6

3/19 Supplemental readings set 1, Choose oral topics, review for exam 1
3/26 Challenge Paper 1 due; Exam 1

4/2 Unit 3 Deviance and social control Chapter 7

4/6-4/8 No class, spring break

4/9 Unit 3 Deviance and social control Chapter 7

4/16 Supplemental readings set 2

4/23 Challenge Paper 2 due

4/23-5/8 Unit 4 Inequalities Chapters 8-11

5/15 Supplemental readings set 3/review for exam 2
5/15 Challenge paper 3 exam 2
Start of group presentations
5/22 Education; Environment; Religion
5/29 Family, Social Movements & Collective Behavior; Political & Economic

6/4 Exam 3

Instructor’s Note:

In the past, I have been fairly flexible and accommodating regarding grades, extra credit and late assignments however due to the actions of a few I can’t maintain the same flexibility. If you have a situation that may effect your grade or participation TALK TO ME ABOUT IT, I WILL HELP IN ANY WAY I CAN.

I can not and will not negotiate grades or change grades unless there is an error (EVEN IF YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER EMAILS OR CALLS ME!). IF YOU WANT TO GET INTO A “GOOD SCHOOL” AND NEED A GOOD GRADE - DO THE WORK!

I can not take late papers without penalty as it isn’t fair to other students whose work is on time. If you turn in a paper that isn’t typed I have to give it back. You can resubmit it typed but you will lose credit. If you turn in a paper late it will lose one-half a grade per late day.

I do not accept emailed papers as they somehow never show up (computer error I’m sure). You may email them to me so you don’t lose credit but I need a hard copy the next class day –DON”T LEAVE THEM IN MY BOX AS THEY SEEM TO DISAPPEAR THERE TOO!

I can not take any late papers the last week of class. I am available to help you just let me know.

Papers must be typed with a 12 point font in a regular color – please no more purple or pink. THEY CAN NOT BE HANDWRITTEN - I CAN”T READ MY WRITING LET ALONE YOURS.

JUST TO BE REDUNDANT – NO HANDWRITTEN PAPERS.

Staple pages together with a stapler – the rabbit ears are cute but not effective.

Attendance in mandatory. The trip to the Museum of Tolerance is optional but will replace Exam 2. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE READING. EXAMS WILL BE BASED ON READING, LECTURES, CLASS DISCUSSION AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Please share your ideas and viewpoints but respect others opinions. Topics such as race, religion, sexual orientation etc. can be emotional and sensitive – BE RESPECTFUL.

Signature____________________________






