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Section 66107







Spring 2009                                                                                                                              
TTH 9:30 am – 10:50 am 
Room: CCC 501                                                                                3 Units
Introduction TO Criminology
Criminology 150
Instructor:   Gayle Pulliam

Phone: TBA

Office Hours: By appointment

Email: pulliam_g@canyons.edu or gaylzee@yahoo.com
Course Goals:

The goal of this course is to introduce the student to the study of Criminology.  This class focuses on the causes, forms and controls of crime.  You will evaluate and assess some of the major explanations of criminal behavior and typologies of crime. The class will also examine crime prevention and its linkages to theory, policy, and practice. In addition, this class will discuss and analyze some of the prevalent conflicts of the day including the death penalty, mandatory minimums, prosecuting/sentencing of juveniles as adults, drug use and sentencing and gangs. Also, the class will help students develop “sociological awareness” by examining human behavior and recognizing the social forces that influence crime and criminal behavior.
Course Objectives:
In taking this class, the student will be able to:
· Define the concept of criminology; its goals, purposes and objective

· Identify the subfields of criminology and define the major aspects of criminal behavior.
· Analyze criminal patterns and trends and identify social structures and influences

· Compare and contrast the prevailing theories of crime and the principals, procedures and methodologies used in the collection of crime data.

· Analyze societies means and methods for addressing criminal behavior
· Comprehend the meaning of stratification and social worth as it applies to individuals and crime
Student Learning Objectives:

To evaluate various acts of criminality

Examine the social, cultural, biological and psychological etiologies used to support their existence. 
Required Text:

Glick, Leonard and Miller, Mitchell.  (2008) Criminology (2nd Edition).    
                 Boston, Mass.: Pearson Education, Inc.

The instructor will distribute any additional handouts and/or readings in class.

!!WARNING: THIS IS NOT YOUR TRADITIONAL COURSE WHERE THE INSTRUCTOR LECTURES WHILE STUDENTS QUIETLY TAKE NOTES. THIS INSTRUCTOR USES A COOPERATIVE LEARNING APPROACH. Your ideas are valuable. Furthermore, it is the belief of this instructor that participation is vital in understanding and retaining the material. CLASS DISCUSSIONS ARE THE NORM. SOME TOPICS MAY BE CONTROVERSIAL WITH ADVERSARIAL POSITIONS. RESPECT EACH OTHER’S IDEAS AND OPINIONS BUT SHARE YOUR OWN.
Instruction:

, This class is both lecture and student participation. Student participation in class
discussions and activities are required (as a way to facilitate informative and lively discussions). Guest speakers and media presentations may accompany lectures. Students are encouraged to bring sociological insight to the class as it occurs in their daily life.

Requirements:

First, class attendance in this course is mandatory. Unexcused absences will affect the student’s participation grade (or could result in a drop from the class). Please note the instructor reserves the right to drop any student after two (2) unexcused absences before the final drop date.  Second, students are required to complete all assigned readings prior to the corresponding discussion date. Class discussions are more productive when everyone has some understanding of the material. Furthermore, questions from the reading can be addressed during class discussions both by the instructor and from the perspective of fellow students. Third, students are required to complete all course assignments on time (including exams).
Students are responsible for all the reading. Class lectures and discussions are not productive if they are used to regurgitate what you (HOPEFULLY) have read. Exams include reading, class lectures, discussions and films.

Paper requirements and policies

All papers must be typed and stapled. Handwritten and/or loose papers will not be accepted.
Late papers are accepted however they are reduced by one-half grade per day they are late. If there are extenuating circumstances that affect the student’s ability to complete a paper by the due date, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

Papers must be stapled and typed. I can’t read my writing let alone yours. If you handwrite a paper I will give it back. You may turn it in again typed but late paper policies apply. You may email a paper just to verify when it was finished and turned in. You must bring a hard copy to the next class session. NO LATE PAPERS ARE ACCEPTED THE LAST WEEK OF CLASS

Make up exams are granted only in the case of personal emergency. (Students must contact the instructor regarding their absence and provide documentation).

Course Assignments:

 Course assignments will include:
3 exams     100 points each – the lowest exam will be dropped --   200 points

4-8 supplemental Questions and answers \                   

 40 points

Term project/paper                                                                            125 points

Reflection paper                                                                                  25 points

Act of Deviance project                                                                       40 points 
Instructor message signed





     5 point

3 scantrons                                                                                             5 points                                           

Extra Credit: Some extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester. This point system is designed to allow students maximum opportunities to achieve academic success. Offering more opportunities to accrue points allows for the “didn’t do so great days”. 

I am also hoping to have a trip to L.A. County Men’s Central Jail. The trip is optional. Students must be over 18 with no wants or warrants. Background checks will be done. Don’t bring drugs, weapons etc,etc, etc.
Course Evaluation:

Course evaluation is based on the student’s demonstrated knowledge of the subject matter. Grades are calculated on a point system that assures the grade reflects both effort and performance. A curve is established at the end of the semester, which will adjust the grading scale to the point distribution of the class. Students are responsible for all administrative paperwork; please refer to the COC Spring Schedule of Classes 2009 for important ADD, DROP and REFUND dates. If a registered student decides not to attend this class, it is his/her responsibility to officially drop Criminology 150 through admissions and records.
Point distribution used for grading (before the curve)
Percentage                                             Grade     

90%-100+%                                           A

80%- 89%                                              B

70%- 79%                                              C

60%-69%                                               D

59% or lower                                         F
Special Needs:

If you are a student with special needs (e.g. documented by DSP & S), please let me know if you require special accommodations. Your request will be met with full cooperation and confidentiality.

Student Misconduct:

Student misconduct (e.g. class disruptions, cheating, plagiarism, etc) is neither tolerated nor accepted by the instructor or campus. Please refer to the College of the Canyons Student Conduct Code (2009) for additional information.

Class specific behavior:

ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES!!! Please set your phone on vibrate – do not disrupt the class.

Late arrival for class – Try not to be late but if you are please come in quietly. A few seats will hopefully be reserved by the door for late arrivals.

Point of Clarification: 

Sensitive, controversial and sexual topics are addressed in this course. If at any time a student feels uncomfortable with the subject and would prefer not to participate in class discussion, please feel free to leave the classroom.

The following course outline is subject to revision. You are expected to have read the chapters in the text prior to the scheduled discussion date. Part of class will be on lecture and text material, while part may be on related topics. There should be class discussion and participation in every class.
Syllabus

                                                         Subject to revision
February 10


  Intro to class, class business

February 12
                                 Syllabus questions/
             Unit 1 Defining Criminology
        Chapter 1                               



February 17


 Unit 1 Nature of Crime

        Chapter 2
       
February 19


 Explanations of Crime                             Chapter 3                  
February 24-25                     Biology/Psychology of Crime
        Chapter
4, 5
March 3-5

         Unit 2 Structural Theories

        Chapter 6


March 10-12                      Unit 2 Theories of Inequality                     Chapter 7

March 17                               articles due/review

March 19                               Exam 1 – Units 1, 2



March 24


 Unit 3 – Identifying crime
March 26


Violent Crime: assault/rape

         Chapter
 8

April 14


Violent Crime: murder/terrorism
         Chapter 9 

April 16                                  Articles due/ Non Violent Crimes             Chapter   10                  


April 21-23

          Organized crime/Morality crime              Chapter 11/12
April 28


review
April 30


Exam 2



May 5


         Responses to Crime                                       Chapter 13
May 7     
                 Unit 4- Reponses to Crime
                      Chapter 13
May 12                               Responses to Crime                         Corresponding Chapter
.
May 14                        Articles Due- Responses to Crime


                         
May 19                          Juvenile Justice                               Corresponding Chapter 
May 21                          Unit 5 – Deterrence/sanctions        Corresponding Chapter
May 26                         Probation, Parole and release         Corresponding Chapter
May 27                          Probation, Parole and release

June 3                                   Articles due - Review

June 5                                            Exam 3
Instructor’s Note:

In the past, I have been fairly flexible and accommodating regarding grades, extra credit and late assignments however due to the actions of a few I can’t maintain the same flexibility. If you have a situation that may effect your grade or participation TALK TO ME ABOUT IT, I WILL HELP IN ANY WAY I CAN.

I can not and will not negotiate grades or change grades unless there is an error (EVEN IF YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER EMAILS OR CALLS ME!). IF YOU WANT TO GET INTO A “GOOD SCHOOL” AND NEED A GOOD GRADE - DO THE WORK!

I can not take late papers without penalty as it isn’t fair to other students whose work is on time. If you turn in a paper that isn’t typed I have to give it back. You can resubmit it typed but you will lose credit. If you turn in a paper late it will lose one-half a grade per late day.

I do not accept emailed papers as they somehow never show up (computer error I’m sure). You may email them to me so you don’t lose credit but I need a hard copy the next class day –DON”T LEAVE THEM IN MY BOX AS THEY SEEM TO DISAPPEAR THERE TOO!

I can not take any late papers the last week of class. I am available to help you just let me know.

Papers must be typed with a 12 point font in a regular color – please no more purple or pink. THEY CAN NOT BE HANDWRITTEN - I CAN”T READ MY WRITING LET ALONE YOURS.

JUST TO BE REDUNDANT – NO HANDWRITTEN PAPERS.

Staple pages together with a stapler – the rabbit ears are cute but not effective.

Attendance in mandatory. The trip to JAIL is optional. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE READING. EXAMS WILL BE BASED ON READING, LECTURES, CLASS DISCUSSION AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Please share your ideas and viewpoints but respect others opinions. Topics such as race, religion, sexual orientation etc. can be emotional and sensitive – BE RESPECTFUL.

Signature___________________________
