College of the Canyons

Section 66074                                                                                                   Spring 2009
MW 8:00 am – 9:20 am                                                                                         3 Units
Multiculturalism is the United States

Sociology 105
Instructor:   Gayle Pulliam

Phone: TBA

Office Hours: By appointment

Email: pulliam_g@canyons.edu or gaylzee@yahoo.com
Course Goals:
Through the examination of society with its rich and diverse cultures, students will learn the basic theoretical concepts, theories and social phenomenon that influence the multicultural experience in the United States. The student will be able to understand ethnocentrism, pluralism, inequality and stratification as well as Cultural colonialism. This class examines a diverse sampling of cultural units including cultural groups based on ethnicity and race, gender, age, religion and sexual orientation.
Course Objectives (SLO):
In taking this class, the student will be able to:
Examine the dynamics of cultural pluralism, power, and discrimination in a diverse, complex society, as shaped by laws, policies and structures.

Required Text:

Kottak C. & Kozaitis K. On Being Different. New York: McGraw Hill         
     2008.

The instructor will distribute any additional handouts and/or readings in class.

!!WARNING: THIS IS NOT YOUR TRADITIONAL COURSE WHERE THE INSTRUCTOR LECTURES WHILE STUDENTS QUIETLY TAKE NOTES. THIS INSTRUCTOR USES A COOPERATIVE LEARNING APPROACH. Your ideas are valuable. Furthermore, it is the belief of this instructor that participation is vital in understanding and retaining the material. CLASS DISCUSSIONS ARE THE NORM. SOME TOPICS MAY BE CONTROVERSIAL WITH ADVERSARIAL POSITIONS. RESPECT EACH OTHER’S IDEAS AND OPINIONS BUT SHARE YOUR OWN.
Instruction:

This course is a combination of lecture and student participation. Participation in class discussions and activities are required (as a way to facilitate informative and lively discussions). Guest speakers and media presentations may accompany lectures. Students are encouraged to bring sociological insight to the class as it occurs in their daily life.

There will also be a trip to the Museum of Tolerance. In keeping with school guidelines, the trip is optional however it and a reflection paper on your experience will be substituted for the exam on that section.
Requirements:

First, class attendance in this course is mandatory. Unexcused absences will affect the student’s participation grade (or could result in a drop from the class). Please note the instructor reserves the right to drop any student after two (2) unexcused absences before the final drop date.  Second, students are required to complete all assigned readings prior to the corresponding discussion date. Class discussions are more productive when everyone has some understanding of the material. Furthermore, questions from the reading can be addressed during class discussions both by the instructor and from the perspective of fellow students. Third, students are required to complete all course assignments on time (including exams).
LASTLY: You are responsible for all the reading. We will not regurgitate the reading in class rather we will discuss the topics. Have questions from the reading ready and we will discuss them. The exams will consist of reading, class notes and discussions and class presentations.
ALL PAPERS HAVE TO BE STAPLED AND TYPED. HANDWRITTEN PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Late papers are accepted but will lose credit. If there are extenuating circumstances that affect the student’s ability to complete a paper by the due date, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. No late papers will be accepted the last  week of class. 

Make up exams are granted only in the case of personal emergency. (Students must contact the instructor regarding their absence and provide documentation).

Course Assignments:

To receive credit for this course, you are required to successfully complete all quizzes, class assignments and challenge papers.  In addition the student is required to complete a research paper and give an oral presentation. The specifics of the research paper will be available both in class and as a handout the second week of class. There will be four (4) exams however your lowest score will be omitted.
The course is based on a 500 point system:


Exams        
                                       225 points       

            Challenge and/or reflection papers   100 points

 
 


Research paper
                           115 points

Oral Presentation                         
     30 points

Class participation                     
     20 points
            Instructors note signed                            5 points
            3 scantrons                                                5 points
500 points

Extra Credit: Some extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester. 

This point system is designed to allow students maximum opportunities to achieve academic success. Offering more opportunities to accrue points allows for the “didn’t do so great days”. 

Challenge and or reflection papers will be based on addition readings, media presentations or activities. 
The research paper and class presentation will be addresses later however the basis for your research will be to examine a culture you are not a part of and present it to the class. What do they believe, how do they differ, what is the purpose of their customs, rituals, dress etc.? You may choose any culture present in the US.

Course Evaluation:

Course evaluation is based on the student’s demonstrated knowledge of the subject matter. Grades are calculated on a point system that assures the grade reflects both effort and performance. A curve is established at the end of the semester, which will adjust the grading scale to the point distribution of the class. Students are responsible for all administrative paperwork; please refer to the COC Spring Schedule of Classes 2009 for important ADD, DROP and REFUND dates. If a registered student decides not to attend this class, it is his/her responsibility to officially drop Sociology 105 through admissions and records.
Point distribution used for grading (before the curve)
Points / percentage                                                  Grade

450-500     90%-100+%                                           A

400-449     80%- 89%                                              B

399-350     70%- 79%                                              C

349-300     60%-69%                                               D

0- 300        59% or lower                                         F
Special Needs:

If you are a student with special needs (e.g. documented by DSP & S), please let me know if you require special accommodations. Your request will be met with full cooperation and confidentiality.

Student Misconduct:

Student misconduct (e.g. class disruptions, cheating, plagiarism, etc) is neither tolerated nor accepted by the instructor or campus. Please refer to the College of the Canyons Student Conduct Code (2009) for additional information.

Class specific behavior:

ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES!!! Please set your phone on vibrate – do not disrupt the class.

Late arrival for class – Try not to be late but if you are please come in quietly. A few seats will hopefully be reserved by the door for late arrivals.

Point of Clarification: 

Sensitive, controversial and sexual topics are addressed in this course. If at any time a student feels uncomfortable with the subject and would prefer not to participate in class discussion, please feel free to leave the classroom.





COURSE OUTLINE
 (Subject to Revision)

Week of                                     Topic                                            Readings
February 9-11


Syllabus, Class Intro


Introduction
February 16                                        Holiday

February 18


            Culture                                    Chapter 2                     
February 23-25
                      Globalism and US identity      Chapter 3                 
                                    
March 2-4



Multicultural Society

Chapter 4
March 9-11
                                    Review/Exam 1

March 16 -18                                       Ethnicity                                Chapter 5

March 23-25

                          Religion                                 Chapter 6

** Museum of Tolerance will be scheduled prior to the end of week 15 and will replace exam 2


April 6-12                               Spring Break

April 13-15                              Race    



Chapter 7/8
April 20-22                               Gender/Sexual Orientation
Chapter 9/10




             


April 27-29                               Exam 2/Age/fitness 



     Chapter 11, 12
            
Class presentation will begin in May and work in conjunction with class material

May 4-6
                        Class




     Chapter 13, 14       
May 11-13                               Language and Family                           Chapter 15-16





May 18-20                               Review/Exam 3



May 25/27


Holiday/ class presentations
June 2-4


 Review/Exam 4
The syllabus is subject to change. Exam dates and material schedules are tentative and depend on the number and content of student presentations.
Personal note: This is your class! Please feel free to share ideas, ask questions and participate. My hope is that, at the very least, each student will leave with a different perspective on the world.

Instructor’s Note:

In the past, I have been fairly flexible and accommodating regarding grades, extra credit and late assignments however due to the actions of a few I can’t maintain the same flexibility. If you have a situation that may effect your grade or participation TALK TO ME ABOUT IT, I WILL HELP IN ANY WAY I CAN.

I can not and will not negotiate grades or change grades unless there is an error (EVEN IF YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER EMAILS OR CALLS ME!). IF YOU WANT TO GET INTO A “GOOD SCHOOL” AND NEED A GOOD GRADE - DO THE WORK!

I can not take late papers without penalty as it isn’t fair to other students whose work is on time. If you turn in a paper that isn’t typed I have to give it back. You can resubmit it typed but you will lose credit. If you turn in a paper late it will lose one-half a grade per late day.

I do not accept emailed papers as they somehow never show up (computer error I’m sure). You may email them to me so you don’t lose credit but I need a hard copy the next class day –DON”T LEAVE THEM IN MY BOX AS THEY SEEM TO DISAPPEAR THERE TOO!

I can not take any late papers the last week of class. I am available to help you just let me know.

Papers must be typed with a 12 point font in a regular color – please no more purple or pink. THEY CAN NOT BE HANDWRITTEN - I CAN”T READ MY WRITING LET ALONE YOURS.

JUST TO BE REDUNDANT – NO HANDWRITTEN PAPERS.

Staple pages together with a stapler – the rabbit ears are cute but not effective.

Attendance in mandatory. The trip to the Museum of Tolerance is optional but will replace Exam 2. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THE READING. EXAMS WILL BE BASED ON READING, LECTURES, CLASS DISCUSSION AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Please share your ideas and viewpoints but respect others opinions. Topics such as race, religion, sexual orientation etc. can be emotional and sensitive – BE RESPECTFUL.

Signature_________________________________________
