


Why a California community college (ccC)?
• Largest system of higher  education in the nation

• 50% of students do not pay fees

• composed of 73 distr icts and 116 colleges serving 2.1 million students per  year . 

• Ccc’S PREPARE STUDENTS FOR TRANSFER TO FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS.

• Ccc’S70% of our  state’s nurses

• CCC’S train 80% of firefighters, law enforcement personnel and emts

• 29% of uc and 51% of csugraduates star ted at a California community college

• ALMOST 51 % of UC’s bachelor ’s degrees in science, technology, engineer ing and mathematics at the uc TRANSFERRED from A Ccc.

• California community colleges offer  associate degrees and shor t-term job training cer tificates in more than 175 fields, and more 
than 100,000 individuals are trained each year  in industry-specific workforce skills.

• Near ly 42% of all California veterans receiving GI educational benefits attend a California community college for  workforce 
training, to earn an associate degree or  to work toward transfer r ing to a four-year  university.

• (SOURCE: https:/ / www.cccco.edu/ About-Us/ Key-Facts )

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Key-Facts


What we will cover
• What is assembly bill 540 (AB 540)
• Demystifying the California Dream Act Application 

(CADAA)
• California College Promise Grant (former ly the bog)
• CARES ACT and CRRSAA EMERGENCY RELIEF GRANT
• Scholarships 
• How to reach Financial Aid –we are hear  to help! 
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What is AB540/Senate Bill 68 (SB 68 )?
Signed into law in October 2001, California Assembly Bill 540 (AB 540/SB 68 ) is a bill that provide   
exemption to the requirement to pay nonresident tuition.California Community College students who are 
granted an AB 540/ SB 68 exemption, will be charged in-state tuition and fees, and not the supplemental 
tuition charged to nonresidents. 

• Requirements:
The student must have attended a high school (public or private) in California for three or more  

• The student must have graduated from a California high school or attained the equivalent prior   
start of the term (for example, passing the GED, California High School Proficiency exam, or C  
of Completion). 

• An undocumented student who is without lawful immigration status must file an affidavit with the 
college or university stating that he or she has filed an application to legalize his or her immigra  
status, or will file an application as soon as he or she is eligible to do so. 

What is AB540?
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The California Dream Act allows undocumented and nonresident students (U.S. Citizens and eligible 
non-citizens) who qualify for  a non-resident exemption under  Assembly Bill 540 (AB 540) to receive 
cer tain types of financial aid such as: pr ivate scholarships funded through public universities, state 

administered financial aid, university grants, community college fee waivers, and Cal Grants. In 
addition, the California Dream Act, allows eligible students to pay in-state tuition at any public 

college in California.

What is the California Dream Act (cadaa)?
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• You can if:
• You are Undocumented
• Have a valid or  expired daca
• U visa holder
• Have a temporary protected status (tps)
• Meet the non-resident exemption requirements under  

ab 540

Can I complete the CADAA?



WWW.FAFSA.GOV
~ Verification and documentation

DREAM.CSAC.CA.GOV
~ California Dream Application
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THE DREAM APP 
IS EASY!
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• Submit the FREE application 
beginning OCTOBER 1st

For 2022-2023

• Use prior-prior tax info
• Cal Grant Deadline is March 2nd
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Under  24 years old?
 Marr ied?
Have kids?
Dependents?
Veteran?
Grad school?
Foster  youth?
Homeless youth?
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School 
code: 

008903



First-time, full-time students 
There are three main benefits:

• Enrollment and student fees waived for  fall and spr ing
• Access to program-specific counselors 

• Pr ior ity registration dur ing fall and spr ing
]

Visit our  webpage today for  additional program benefits and information!

Canyons.edu/ promise



There are two main factors that determine eligibility for the program: 
 You must be a fir st-time college student. You do not have to be a recent high school 

graduate. 
 You must be a California resident or  ab540 eligible student.

 If you are unsure of your  ab540 eligibility. please contact our  residency specialist: 
r esidency@canyons.edu
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Click 
me

mailto:residency@canyons.edu
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• Different than the Canyons PROMISE
• CCPG = California College Promise Grant

× Must be a California resident
× Only AVAILABLE at a California Community College
× Must have financial need

• Waives the $46 per unit enrollment fee
• Short form application vs. FAFSA



 To be continued! 
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Crrsaa emergency relief grant
coronavirus response and relief suppor t appropr iations act

COVID Emergency Relief Grants are intended to assist 
students with expenses related to the disruption of campus 

operations due to the ongoing nation-wide pandemic 
(including eligible expenses under  a student’s cost of 
attendance, such as food, housing, course mater ials, 

technology, health care, and childcare).



To be eligible: 
 students must be cur rently enrolled at College of the Canyons for  

the 2021-2022 academic year ; including cur rent non-degree 
seeking, non-credit, dual enrollment, or  continuing education 
students (FAFSA,cadaaor proof of financial need is not required). 

 DACA and undocumented students are ELIGIBLE to apply!
 The COVID Emergency Relief Grantamount is $3,000 for full-time 

(split into two payments).
 (12.0 or more units) OR $1,500 for part-time (less than 12.0 units).
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 The COVID Emergency Relief Grant amount is $3,000 for  full-time (12.0 or  
more units) OR $1,500 for  par t-time (less than 12.0 units). Grants will be 
disbursed based on a student’s enrollment status 10 days pr ior  to the 
scheduled disbursement. No adjustments will be made due to changes in 
enrollment status. 

 The U.S. Depar tment of Education has pr ior itized students with the greatest 
demonstrated financial need for  immediate disbursement of funds.

 Students that are cur rently enrolled, that areNOT eligible for a Federal Pell 
Grant, may submit an applicationfor a COVID Emergency Relief Grant.
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https://drupal.canyons.edu/crrsaa
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Financial aid disbursement services for  College of the Canyons

•Faster  & More Secure
•Student Choice
 Direct Deposit
 BankMobile Vibe Account



My Canyons
• Financial aid application status
• Academic eligibility
• Additional paperwork required
• Application errors
• Review award letter

23



24

All undocumented students in 
California can go to college and 
receive pr ivate or  institutional 

scholarships—even if the students 
do not meet eligibility for  AB 540/ SB 

68 or  the California Dream Act.
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FREE FRESH PRODUCE - Walk Up Events - (25 pound Bags)
October  28 - 7515 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys (818) 627-3424
September  23 - 1212 Pico St., San Fernando (818) 627-4755

NOTE: The BaNCis cur rently closed to in-person services on both the Valencia and Canyon Country campuses.
To contact us directly at this time, please email Brenda.Clarke@canyons.edu

mailto:Brenda.Clarke@canyons.edu


OUR MISSION
We empower  undocumented young people to achieve educational and 
career  goals through personal, institutional and policy 
transformation.
OUR VISION
We envision an Amer ica where all young people can pursue and 
complete an education with confidence and without constraint.
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• Financial Aid Office front counter  staff

• Financial Aid/ A&R computer  lab

• Financial Aid Advisors

• Phoneor  email

• Students and parent (FERPA)

• Freehelp vs. paid assistance



Valencia campus –Canyons hall fir st floor
Canyon country campus –Building 1A

Monday-Thursday 9:00AM to 6:00PM 
Fr iday 9:00AM to 1:00PM
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Tony Sanchez
Tony.Sanchez@canyons.edu

students and parents 
can come to the 

Financial Aid Office 
or  visit  our  website:
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www.canyons.edu/ money4college
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Dreamer  Student Services at COC

• Academic Counseling
• Employment and Work Exper ience Assistance
• Mental Health Counseling
• Student Clubs and Organizations
• Legal services 
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