


70%

Of the world’s cobalt that is
used in phones, laptops, and
EVs Is produced in
Democratic Republic of
Congo.

Sociology

Helps us understand this
Issue from a social viewpoint
and not only as numbers, but
as the reality of structure,
power and global inequality.

B

Why this matters?

Child Labor

Exploitation, reproductive
harm, and environmental
destruction is tied of the
mining of minerals like
cobalt and copper.
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Some theories to consider

01

Conflict Theory 02 World-Systems Theory

Society consists of groups with Congo a smaller, peripheral nation
conflicting interests competing over being exploited by core nations like U.S,
scarce resources like wealth, power, Germany, and China.

and status.

Wealthy nations and corporations
exploit the labor of the poor for profit.

Structural Violence Theory

Social structures like poverty,
corruption, weak government harm the
Congolese people indirectly.

THE WORLD-ECONOMY




Child Labor &
Exploitation

Systemic inequality, social structures like poverty, and
lack of opportunity force children to be burden with
continuous cycles of exploitation.

o QOver 40,000 children, some as young as
seven, work In cobalt mines.

o Conditions: long hours, no protective gear, risk
of collapse and toxic exposure.

o Poverty and lack of schooling force families to
depend on this labor.



Gender and Environmental Impacts

INTERSECTIONALITY!!
Gender, class, and environment overlap in the exploitation of the Congolese people.
1.Women miners face health risks: miscarriages, birth defects, and infections due to polluted environments.

2.Communities suffer from poisoned water, soil, and food supplies.

3.Both children and women living off the wages they earn from their suffering.




Forced Evictions and Violence

Entire communities were bulldozed to Some families received no
expand cobalt and copper mines with compensation and others who did, were
little to no warning. did not receive enough to buy equal

guality homes.
Toxic runoff and polluted have risked

the health of the people and made
farmland unusable, deepening poverty
and hunger.

Amnesty reports violence and
sexual assaults during evictions by
forces.

These abuses reveal structural vielence,

a system where the Congolese poor are
sacrificed for global “green energy”
profits.




Global Inequality

o Workers earn 30 pence/hour while tech
glants make billions.

o U.S. appeals court absolved companies like
Apple, Tesla, and Microsoft of direct
responsibility at the expense of sufferance
of millions.

© European and American car brands (Tesla,
VW, BMW, Mercedes, Volvo) all rely on
Congolese cobalt.

e Neocolonialism: modern exploitation masked by
global capitalism and “green energy” marketing.
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‘Global Exploitati

Global capitalism creates separate systems of
discrimination impacting minorities differently.

e Forced labor and child mining aren’t [imited to Congo but |

they exist across Bolivia, Indonesia, Zambia and many
other countries.
Shifting production doesn’t solve exploitation; it just
relocates It.
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Possible Solutions

We must switch from
Increase transparency fossil fuels to renewable

e energy but our push for
and accountability in [y

global supply chains. EREHEEECENGR sl
labor and human rights
abuses. And simply

- cutting off sourcing from
Support NGOs More mining for metals QS E=ENI'CRiER s

providing education in the U.S. with stricter aSSalRituEy el

d alt ti . lati t of but it often just shifts
ana aiternative income reguiations as part o suffering elsewhere. Here

Strenghting labor and
environmental

standards where
mining happens.

to families. the solution are some possible
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i VI
\ 7 ?
CW
e & =




\
N\
7

T ‘/< >\

AfricaNews. “US Tech Giants Absolved in Cobalt Child Labour Case | Africanews.” Africanews, Africanews, 6 Mar. 2024, https://lwww.africanews.com/2024/03/06/us-
tech-giants-absolved-in-cobalt-child-labour-casel/.

Child Labor and Human Rights Violations in the Mining Industry of the Democratic Republic of Congo | Human Rights Watch.” Human Rights Watch,
https:/lwww.facebook.com/HumanRightsWatch, 14 July 2022, https://Iwww.hrw.org/news/2022/07/14/child-labor-and-human-rights-violations-mining-industry-
democratic-republic-congo.

Children and Slaves Are Mining Our Critical Metals (and Not Just Cobalt) | New Security Beat.” New Security Beat,
https://lwww.newsecuritybeat.org/2024/12/children-and-slaves-are-mining-our-critical-metals-and-not-just-cobalt/. Accessed 15 Oct. 2025.

Cobalt Mining for Green Energy Risks Women’s Reproductive Health in DRC.” Mongabay Environmental News, https:/lwww.facebook.com/mongabay/, 18 Nov. 2024,
https://Inews.mongabay.com/2024/11/cobalt-mining-for-green-energy-risks-womens-reproductive-health-in-drcl.

Forced Evictions at Industrial Cobalt and Copper Mines in the DRC.” Amnesty International, https:/lwww.facebook.com/amnesty, 11 Sept. 2023,
https:/lwww.amnesty.org/enl/latest/news/2023/09/drc-cobalt-and-copper-mining-for-batteries-leading-to-human-rights-abusesl.

Investigation Uncovers Damages of Cobalt Mining in the DRC Villages.” Mongabay Environmental News, https:/lwww.facebook.com/mongabay/, 5 Aug. 2024,
https:/Inews.mongabay.com/short-article/investigation-uncovers-damages-of-cobalt-mining-in-the-drc-villages/.

Is My Phone Powered by Child Labour? - Amnesty International.” Amnesty International, https:/lwww.facebook.com/amnesty, 10 June 2016,
https://Iwww.amnesty.org/enl/latest/campaigns/2016/06/drc-cobalt-child-labour/ l R [

=N

\ > ' S\

NI YNl el NI LA

—
—
/


https://www.africanews.com/2024/03/06/us-tech-giants-absolved-in-cobalt-child-labour-case/
https://www.africanews.com/2024/03/06/us-tech-giants-absolved-in-cobalt-child-labour-case/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/14/child-labor-and-human-rights-violations-mining-industry-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/14/child-labor-and-human-rights-violations-mining-industry-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2024/12/children-and-slaves-are-mining-our-critical-metals-and-not-just-cobalt/
https://news.mongabay.com/2024/11/cobalt-mining-for-green-energy-risks-womens-reproductive-health-in-drc/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/09/drc-cobalt-and-copper-mining-for-batteries-leading-to-human-rights-abuses/
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/investigation-uncovers-damages-of-cobalt-mining-in-the-drc-villages/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/06/drc-cobalt-child-labour/

(1R

[ I

Jazeera, Al. “Mining of Cobalt, Copper in DRC Leading to Human Rights Abuses: Report | Human Rights News | Al Jazeera.” Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera, 12 Sept. 2023,
https://lwww.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/12/mining-of-cobalt-copper-in-drc-leading-to-human-rights-abuses-report.

Pattisson, Pete. “‘Like Slave and Master’: DRC Miners Toil for 30p an Hour to Fuel Electric Cars | Africa | The Guardian.” The Guardian, The Guardian, 8 Nov. 2021,
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/08/cobalt-drc-miners-toil-for-30p-an-hour-to-fuel-electric-cars.

Salama, Or. “The Current State of Child Labour in Cobalt Mines in the Democratic Republic of the Congo - Humanium.” Humanium, 27 May 2025,
https:/lwww.humanium.org/en/the-current-state-of-child-labour-in-cobalt-mines-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congol

=]
/

ﬁ
2\
o
72N
=\
—
72N
L\


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/12/mining-of-cobalt-copper-in-drc-leading-to-human-rights-abuses-report
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/08/cobalt-drc-miners-toil-for-30p-an-hour-to-fuel-electric-cars
https://www.humanium.org/en/the-current-state-of-child-labour-in-cobalt-mines-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/

